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2024-2025
Humanities Truck Fellow Application



The Humanities Truck is an interdisciplinary platform designed to facilitate collaborative community-based research, scholarship, and exhibitions.  The project seeks to build spaces that bring together people from under-represented communities so that they can reflect upon their personal experiences, understand how their experiences and analysis relate to those of others, and work together to identify and embrace new approaches and movements for change.

Community collaborations take time and can take many different forms.  The Humanities Truck Project Fellowship Program provides a year for the Truck Fellows to be able to use the truck to develop these community relationships. Full-time faculty (including term faculty), staff, advanced Ph.D. students, and MA students engaged in a thesis project at American University are eligible to apply. 

COLLABORATION

Truck Fellows are expected to build a collaborative process that involves community partners in each phase of their projects, from research and documentation, to interpretation, and scholarly creation in the form of accessible deliverables, exhibitions and performances. Throughout the year, Truck Fellows will meet together to reflect upon the effective practices of community-engaged scholarship, and also to share the findings of their own projects.  

SOCIAL JUSTICE

In its first five years, the truck project has pivoted towards centering our social justice focus.  We have done our work in communities that are the most marginalized and stigmatized, including the unhoused, undocumented, day laborers, street vendors, and people impacted by sex work, drug use, and food insecurity.  While our goal is to continue to let themes emerge and develop through the work that we do, several themes have crystalized across our projects.  Proposals which have an explicit social justice focus and that further our work in the following areas will be prioritized:

· Criminalization and Stigmatization: 
Marginalized communities find their lives shaped, limited, and deformed by the criminal justice system.  This reality is particularly true for the unhoused, the undocumented, street vendors, and those whose lives are shaped by drug use and sex work.  
· Contingent Work, Low Wages, and the Devaluation of Labor:
As corporations and employers have shifted the risks of economic fluctuations onto workers by embracing contingent labor, a significant portion of the working class has come to depend on day labor and low wage jobs. Increasingly hard work is insufficient as a strategy to secure their basic needs.  
· Dwelling and Displacement:
Tent encampments expanded across the city throughout the pandemic as many precariously housed people lost their jobs.  These encampments have been met by aggressive efforts by the city to clear them.  Meanwhile affordable housing has become more difficult to obtain as the city endures unprecedented levels of gentrification and displacement.  Long term homeowners, tenants, public housing residents, and the unhoused undergo an ongoing struggle to dwell in the city. 
· Resilience and Rootedness:
As the process of gentrification has transformed Washington, DC, Black residents in neighborhoods such as Petworth, Rosedale, and Shaw, Asian American residents in Chinatown, and Latino residents in Mount Pleasant, Adams Morgan, Columbia Heights, and others, have managed to sustain footholds in these neighborhoods in the face of a looming threat of displacement.  
· Mutual Aid, Solidarity, and Resistance:
Faced with the pressing needs of the pandemic, the truck project joined in with many others who were engaged in mutual aid efforts (both formal organizations and informal practices) to support those in immediate need of food.  While understanding structures of inequality, oppression, and exploitation are essential, it is also critical to identify the existing work that brings people together, sustains them, and offers hope for creating social change.

We acknowledge there are areas of social justice work not encapsulated by these themes and will be open to proposals that make a strong case for an alternative focus or that include additional themes beyond those mentioned.

PROJECT AWARD: $10,000

Fellows will receive $10,000 for these year-long projects.  There will be six total awards in this funding cycle. 

We are now accepting applications for Humanities Truck Fellowships for the September 1, 2024 - August 31, 2025 season.  The first round of applications is due Friday, May 24th, 2023.  Finalists may be asked to revise their applications before Fellows are selected by the Humanities Truck Community Advisory Board in June.
Please e-mail a copy of your latest CV/Resume and, if relevant, those of your AU and community team members when you submit your application.  Also, you must include Letters of Support from your Community Partners.
Please email your file(s) to humanitiestruck@gmail.com and by the May 24th, 2024 deadline.  If you have any questions, please reach out to Dr. Dan Kerr at kerr@american.edu.




Humanities Truck Fellowship Application
This application consists of the following parts:

I.  Overview of the Humanities Truck and Application		5
II.  People and Groups Working on the Project			7
III.   Your Proposed Humanities Truck Project			8
IV.   Your Project Budget						9
V.  Project Timeline, Deliverables, and Assessment Plan		10

VI. 
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About the Humanities Truck
The Humanities Truck’s custom-design creates a unique space for facilitating participatory, cultural, and educational experiences in the humanities. It has the capacity to function as a recording studio, workshop and maker space, and exhibit and performance venue.  People can engage with the truck’s interior and exterior spaces.  The exterior features powerful speakers, an all-weather flat screen television, and brackets for attaching a 120” roll-down movie screen for film showings.  The magnetized exterior wall of the truck can serve as an exhibition space or also be used to facilitate workshops.  The interior of the truck is sound-insulated, equipped with air-conditioning, a second flat screen tv, and ceiling speakers.  It is modular and flexible as tables and shelving can be easily added and moved.  The space can function as a recording studio for doing oral histories or music, a digitization station, a workshop or meeting space, or a pop-up exhibit gallery.
About the Humanities Truck Fellowship 
Fellows will receive $10,000 research funding for these year-long projects.  The funding will be allocated to six projects.  You may choose to have a team of researchers from AU, or to be the sole AU representative on the project.  All projects must work with community partners.  

The fellowship money will be treated as a research account accessible to the fellows that can be used to support their proposed community-based research projects.  Only one person can be identified as the Project Lead for budgetary purposes.  

The Humanities Truck Community Advisory Board will evaluate the applications and make their selections based on the background experience the applicants have with community-based research, the strength of the relationships they have already established in the community/ies they hope to work with, the depth of collaboration envisioned for the proposed project in all its stages (from research, to interpretation, to presentation), and the project’s potential community and social justice impact.  The project must have an arts or humanities focus; however, projects may be proposed by people affiliated with any school or discipline at AU.  The committee will want to see that the truck itself plays a pivotal and creative role in the proposal, and that the applicants are committed to meeting with other truck fellows through the academic year to reflect upon the effective practices of community-engaged scholarship.  Lastly, the fellows will need to agree to follow best practices in the collection and preservation of digital content and produce two blog posts and a final digital exhibition highlighting the work they have done with the truck. 

You can learn more about current and past Humanities Truck Fellows from 2018-2023 on our website.
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Please list all team members from AU and within the Community that will be working on your project.  Please provide a CV/Resume for each team member and a Letter of Support from each community partner.

Project Lead – Responsible for All Budget Matters (Must be Affiliated with AU)

Name:
Address:
Phone number:
Email address:

Your affiliation with American University (position, department, and program):

Are you able and willing to learn how to drive the Humanities Truck?

In a paragraph or two, briefly describe any training or experiences of yours that have prepared you to be able to successfully complete the collaborative, community project you are proposing.

________________________________
Team Member 2

Name:
Address:
Phone number:
Email address:

Your affiliation with American University (position, department, and program):

Are you able and willing to learn how to drive the Humanities Truck?

In a paragraph or two, briefly describe any training or experiences of yours that have prepared you to be able to successfully complete the collaborative, community project you are proposing.
_______________________________
Note: Include as many or as few team members as you like.  Projects do not need to include multiple team members from AU.  Projects must include community partners.  Funding is allocated per project and not per team member.
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I. Title of Project:

II. Abstract of Project (250 words or less):

III. Project Narrative (3000 words or less):

Please tell us about the project that you would like to develop for the Humanities Truck. As part of your description, please address the following:
1. Define the community or communities that you will be working with. What is your current relationship to that community or those communities? Will you be working with a partner organization, group, or individual?  If so, explain how you envision that collaboration working throughout the project.  
2. Will any AU courses contribute to this project?  If so, explain what the coursework contributions will be. Are there other ways your project will contribute to undergraduate or graduate education at AU?  Note: While classes can contribute to a project, your proposed project should last for the entire year and cannot be limited to one academic semester.  
3. Explain how the Humanities Truck will be integral to the project throughout its various phases?  Who from AU will drive the truck to your events and where will these events be held?  Note: Drivers of the truck must have an affiliation with AU to be added to the insurance.  The truck is not designed to be driven distances beyond the greater metropolitan DMV region.
4. How will the project develop from September 1, 2019 through August 31, 2020?  
5. How will the community you are working with benefit from those products?  
6. Define your project’s social justice aims, and clarify how you envision the project having a social justice impact. 
7. What kinds of materials might the project collect and preserve, such as photographs, scans, oral histories, audio and visual recordings, etc.?  Are you committed to including those in the Humanities Truck’s Community Archive assuming there is consent from the donors?  What do you envision as the end products of this project?  

PLEASE NOTE:  The proposal and funded projects MUST emphasize how the use of the Humanities Truck will be critical to the success of the project.  We will also assess proposals based on the Centrality of the Arts and Humanities, Community Collaboration, Community Relevance, and Social Justice Impact.
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I. Please provide a budget for the cost of creating and running the various aspects of your Humanities Truck project.  Your budget should equal the amount of the $10,000 fellowship award. 

[bookmark: _Hlk3391379]The fellowship money will be treated as a research account accessible to the fellows that can be used to support their proposed community-based research projects.  The funds could be used, among other things, for summer salary, hourly research assistance, honoraria for community members or organizations, the hiring of community members, professional service agreements or subawards for community members or organizations, equipment, archival duplication costs, research related services such as transcription costs, and supplies to support project specific community-based workshops, exhibitions, and performances.  All equipment purchases will either need to be donated to the community or added to the Humanities Truck lending library upon conclusion of your project.  Other expenses will need to be approved by the director of the Humanities Truck project and must align with the rules and regulations of the Mellon Foundation and American University. 

You will not need to budget for gasoline, and the Humanities Truck office will be able to support your project cost-free with our existing equipment and supplies, such as cameras, lavalier and shotgun microphones, wireless mics, a PA system, speakers, tripods, lighting, button makers, markers, pens, crayons, pencils, butcher paper, large format printing, and lamination, among others.  The truck office is equipped with event tents, folding furniture and chairs, a portable stage, and a roaming wireless hotspot. We will be able to support you with archiving the digital content you create and building digital exhibitions and blog posts.  

NOTE: You will have opportunities to revise your budget in consultation with the Director of the Humanities Truck Project, Dr. Dan Kerr.

II. Are there grant opportunities you are able to pursue to supplement this fellowship award? Do you envision the award leading to further outside funding?  
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1. Provide a project timeline/calendar.

What benchmarks do you hope to achieve along the way? How and when will you use the truck?  Be sure that your calendar covers the entire grant period (Sept. 1, 2023 – August 31, 2024).
1.  Provide a list of projected deliverables.

What forms of community documentation do you expect to gather (oral histories, interviews, portraits, artistic creations, recorded songs, etc.)?  What do you expect your final project will look like (exhibits, performances, community forums, documentary films, etc.)?  How do you plan to make these materials accessible to the communities you are working with? 
1. Address how you plan to assess the impact of your project.  

What are your objectives and how will you know if you have achieved them?  Consider both quantitative and qualitative assessments.  How many people are you engaging?  What are they taking away from this engagement?  
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